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the interludes of sketching

 A sketch is when a person uses their hand to relate what they imagine, 
sense, feel and think on to a page. Sketches are diagrams, images and shadow that 
capture a moment; which, the artist experiences. Lines act the structure, and should 
be used sparingly. Shading, toning, hues and white spaces are like different musical 
octaves that create the relationship between the realistic site and the documented 
sketch of the artist.

	 Sketches	are	taught	in	architectural	schools	with	specific	rules	and	outlines	
to help guide a student to understand a space in a structured way. Drawings are 
usually done in a sketchbook or on a board. Different mediums can be used to 
document one’s experience to highlight a certain emotion, hue or even a smell. 
(Pencil, pen, pastel, charcoal, paints, watercolor, chalk, ect.) Elements used in a 
sketch	are	lines,	shade,	volumes,	voids,	human	scale	figures,	colors.

 The act of sketching is like listening to a musical composition. Each shadow 
and line have their own distinct sound, meaning and quality. Like in music, there 
are crescendos, decrescendos, rhythmic movement and the importance of silence 
and pausing. A drawing cannot just be all one noise. The shading and toning speaks 
to the observer; to narrate without words a story of that moment. Light dances 
across objects and space. People are drawn to the power of light, the cadenza of the 
architectural moment. 

 The most brilliant sketches are ones that pull you into a different 
atmosphere. The sense of feeling like your lost in the sketch is created when a 
dramatic anchor pulls you into the scene. This anchor point creates a reference that 
an outsider can relate to. Looking into someone else’s sketch is like putting a veil 
on and seeing the world through their eyes. Without word’s we are able to express 
ourselves clearly and emotionally. 

 When I sketch, my mind clears of everything but the moment I’m 
experiencing. It is my form of meditation, relaxation and expressionism. Though 
this class and my time aboard, I have taught myself to be patient when it comes to 
laying out a board. To think more about what emotion and meaning I want to show 
and how I am going to create that feeling. 

	 Sketching	has	given	me	the	confidence	and	desire	to	continue	art.	It	helps	
me get away from the computer and back into the feeling and the meaning of 
what I am creating through a space. Architecture has the power to create a new 
environment and the way people see everything surrounding them. That is why I 
love architecture, because it is like a sketch that people get to inhabit.
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 I open my sketch book 
Flipping through old drawings from Italy, Turkey, Malta and Spain

far off places.

It is my life. 
“I am my world”- Ludwig Wittgenstein

I pass notes from lectures of famous architects
These are my days compressed onto a page

Motion	flattened	into	stillness.	

Experiences that will leave their imprint on me forever
The	suns	heat	turned	into	bright	white	reflections	off	of	a	building

Sketching to understand 
Every step I take a question,

Memories swell up from deep within me.
Ideas at the tip of my pencil before I press it to the page,
There is a sense of fear and excitement to a blank page

The sky dissolving into the earth,
The earth which I stand upon. 

I hold my sketch book where I am now
My eyes see, hear, smell, taste and feel my surroundings

that moment is captured.
The shade blends into my hands

I open my sketch book
to travel to where I am. 

    Kelly Elizabeth Corcoran

Piazza San Carlo
Torino, Italy

Baroque Style Study
Diagraming Urban Spaces 
showing axis, Facade 
Rhythms and Arcade details. 
 

Red Pencil, Graphite and 
Charcoal Pencil
1 hour 20 minutes 
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Santo Volto
Tornio, Italy

Modern Style Study
Gestural sketch showing 
material, shadow, and 
proportion

Charcoal 
15 minutes

Santo Volto
Tornio, Italy

Modern Style Study
Section and elevation 
sketch showing material, 
shadow, and proportion

Red Pencil, and graphite
1 hour 40 minutes 
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Punta della Dogana 
Venice, Italy
By Tadao Ando

Modern Style Study
Diagraming sequence of 
Spaces showing section 
through stairs and the view 
out a derailed window. 

Red Pencil and graphite
1 hour
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Castello Sforzesco
Milan, Italy

Understanding shadows and how 
corners react to create edges. 

Red Pencil,ink and watercolor
1 hour 30 minutes 



Basilica St. Maria della 
Salute
Venice, Italy

Structural Diagraming
showing an axon view of 
how the elements of the 
chapel connect

Red Pencil, Water color and 
graphite
30 minutes

Querini Stampalia
Venice, Italy
By Carlos Scarpa

Diagraming Residential Spaces 
showing details of exterior to 
interior and Section 

Red Pencil, and graphite
1 hour 
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Aqua Via
Venice, Italy

Impression of transportation 
and urban fabric

Red pencil and water color
1 hour 10 minutes 
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3 Stop Approach
Florence, Italia

Walking towards the 
Duomo, we stopped 3 
different times for 5 minutes 
to capture the change in 
vanishing point and views. 

6B pencil and tan pencil
30 minutes 
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Palazzo Medici-Riccardi
Florence, Italia

Subjective map through two 
main interior courtyards the 
red line represents the path I 
took expansion, compression 
and release into the main 
colonnaded courtyard. 

Graphite and red pencil
1 hour 30 minutes 
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Andrea Ponsi Workshop
Florence, Italia
Site: Arezzo, Italy

Learning to think analytically 
through a site that already exists 
to create a new building from my 
imagination. 

6B pencil
30 minutes 
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Piazzi Chapel
Florence, Italy

Understanding the geometry and 
relationships formed by studying the 
floor	plan,	section	and	elevation.

Wax pencil, red pencil and graphite
2 hours
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Industry, Politics and the 
Mediterranean Basin
Naples, Italy

Diagraming Urban Spaces 
showing axis, Facade Rhythms 
and Arcade details. 

Red Pencil, and Graphite
1 hour 30 minutes 

Analytique
San Gimignano, Italy

Composition showing rose window 
details, perspective and shade 
study, section, and plan.

Graphite, red pencil, water color
1 hour 40 minutes 
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House of Venus
Pompeii, Italy

Ancient Roman Style Study
Diagraming Residential Spaces showing 
axis, Facade Rhythms and Section 

Red Pencil, and graphite
1 hour 40 minutes 
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San Franscio Cloister
Sorrento, Italy

mapping	the	floor	plan	of	
a medieval cloister and 
diagraming the stage in the 
center for its main use of 
weddings. 

Water color and graphite
1 hour 50 minutes 
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Castello Arogonese
Ischia, Italy

Medieval Style Study
Diagraming sequence of 
Spaces showing section 
through the landscape and 
the	path	taken	to	find	a	small	
chapel. 

Red Pencil, Water color and 
graphite
2 hours
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Casa Malaparte
Capri, Italy

How	does	casa	malaparte	fit	into	the	landscape.
To further my understanding of lines vs curves/ 
man-made vs  nature
plan and section elevation

Ink wash
1 hour 40 minutes 
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Casa Malaparte
Capri, Italy

Tone Pencil Drawing
What was your experience?
Expressing emotion, interior 
hearth to above exterior sail 
to rock and trees expressing 
nature

6B pencil
40 minutes 
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Biophilia, Workshop with Odile Deque
Capri, Italy

The real vvoyage of discovery consists not in 
seeking new landscapes but in having new but in 
having new eyes. - Marcel Proust (1871-1922)

A connectioon between built structure and 
the natural enviroment is undenianle. While 
all built forms simply occpy earthen terrain, 
many times the connection is far deeper and 
philosophical. In Asian cultures the landscape 
bleed its way into built form blurring the lines 
between “inside” and “outside”.
In our own urban conditions, small zones 
are carved away from populous blocks in 
an attempt to provide a green sanctuary. 
Within our homes and apartments, we crace 
and reuire windows to the ouside world, 
connecting us to light, weather and sound.

Biophila, according to Harvard Biology 
Professor Edward O. Wilson, is study of the 
human response to the natural enviroment and 
the relationship and the relationship between 
humans and natural systems. Simply stated, a 
human’s sense of place.
In time of economic crisis, refugees are 
traveling	to	find	better	lives	and	begin	to	use	
every peice of open building and space. Some 
African families have landed in  Capri and 
find	the	villa	as	not	only	a	becon	for	this	better	
life,	but	they	use	the	landscape	to	fullfill	their	
needs...

Team Project with Corey Donovan Morningstar 
August, we created actual camp site as a 
survior would have to.

Materials used: Fallen branches for hammock 
sleeper, Catus Fibers, Stones, Two Towels

2 days
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Object as Void, Object as 
Building
Sagesta, Sicily

Showing how the void of the 
amphitheater was the space 
used verses the Temple on top 
of the hill where the building 
acts as the space.

Tan colored pencil
50 minutes 
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Object sketch
Naples, Italy

Sketch the same object three times, each 
a different way. Line with hatching, one 
line no lifting the pen and tone only. 

Pen, White charcoal
1 hour 40 minutes 
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Urban Map
Palermo, Sicily

Walking through the city 
I experienced 5 main 
elements from the Bay,  to 
the four corners,theater 
Massimo, the Duomo, and 
the residential fabric

Ink wash
1 hour and 40 minutes 
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Kelly  Elizabeth  Corcoran


